
 First   Letter   from   Todd: 

 I'll   have   to   admit,   I've   been   struggling   this   year   with   what   to   do   about   organic   and   my   role   in   The   Real 

 Organic   Project.   I've   been   a   certified   Organic   farmer   for   15   years,   and   I've   given   talks   with   the   head   of 

 our   Organic   Program   at   the   Montana   Dept   of   Ag,   and   I've   listened   to   her   tout   how   Organic   is   so   much 

 more   than   just   pesticide   and   herbicide   free.   What's   happened   at   the   USDA   over   the   past   10   years   is 

 extremely   disheartening,   and   a   real   violation   of   trust.   And   worse,   watching   all   the   bureaucrats   at 

 affiliated   agencies   just   roll   over   and   say   they   can't   do   anything   about   it,   rather   than   stand   up   for   what 

 they   know   is   right,   makes   me   want   to   have   nothing   to   do   with   any   of   them. 

 Which   is   why   The   Real   Organic   Project   is   such   a   conundrum.   I   love   what   you   do   and   what   it   stands   for. 

 But   it   requires   continuing   to   deal   with   the   USDA.   Not   just   deal   with   them,   but   continue   to   pay   them,   to 

 be   organic.   And   there   are   days   I   simply   want   to   swear   them   off.   And   I'll   admit,   when   I   signed   on   for   The 

 Real   Organic   Project,   I   was   thinking   it   might   help   by   providing   a   message   of   hope   and   something   to 

 look   forward   to.   And   while   it   does,   it   also   is   a   lot   of   emails   just   rehashing   all   the   issues   and   violations 

 of   trust   that   happen...sometimes   it   feels   like   a   constant   reminder   of   all   the   stressful   things   I   don't   want 

 to   focus   on   any   more.   Being   a   relatively   small   farm   that   sells   within   our   community,   I   don't   think   we 

 even   need   the   organic   label,   we   were   doing   it   just   to   take   the   high   road.   But   the   USDA   has   abandoned 

 that   road   and   sold   out.   So   I   face   that   dilemma   of   dropping   it   all,   and   just   being   a   farm   that   stands   on 

 our   own,   or   continuing   with   the   USDA   and   ROP.   An   issue   I'm   sure   you   all   ponder   yourselves.   I   guess 

 my   long-winded   point   is   that   given   my   own   struggles   with   this   issue,   it's   hard   to   recruit   new   farmers   to 

 the   cause.   Many   farmers   around   here   already   choose   not   to   certify,   so   getting   more   small   farms   on 

 board   with   ROP   means   first   convincing   them   to   get   on   board   with   the   USDA,   and   that's   not   something   I 

 would   suggest   to   anyone   at   this   point. 

 This   has   been   weighing   on   me   for   some   time,   so   I   felt   your   email   was   an   opportunity   to   communicate 

 this   back   up   the   ladder.   What   ROP   stands   for   is   amazing.   The   fact   that   it's   an   add-on   to   the   USDA   is   the 

 sticking   point.   I'm   not   sure   there   is   a   better   option,   but   there   are   a   lot   of   angry   farmers   out   here   who 

 don't   want   to   deal   with   the   USDA   anymore.   Do   we   just   give   up   all   the   work   that   went   into   Organic   over 

 the   past   50   years?....I   don't   know,   maybe.   There   is   so   much   stacked   against   small   farmers   at   this   point 

 that   this   is   just   one   more   battle   to   fight,   and   it's   an   easy   one   to   just   fold   on   so   we   can   focus   our   energy 

 on   more   pressing   issues.   Just   some   perspective   from   the   field,   and   maybe   there   is   something   in   here 

 that   can   help   with   the   messaging   that   comes   out   of   Real   Organic   Project.   Personally,   I   would   like   to   see 

 more   hopeful   messaging,   not   just   a   laundry   list   of   all   the   issues....I   don't   need   more   stress   in   my   life   :) 

 Thanks   and   keep   up   the   good   work. 

 Todd 


